EARL HAIG SECONDARY SCHOOL

English 12

Strategies for Writing the Exam

These are some ideas that Mark Webster and David Reid put together last year to share with students at the remedial session on “strategies on writing this exam”. Here is what we came up with; we are sure you can think of more good advice to give your students.

	· Read over the entire exam questions before you begin; this way you’ll have some idea what to look for as you read the essay

· Take your time; don’t panic; you have 2 hours and should use them – no one should leave early

· Read the essay 2 or 3 times – all the time spent reading will pay off when it comes to framing your answers; as well, getting the answer correct after a 3rd reading is just as valid as after a one-time reading

· Bring highlighter pens and different coloured pencils. As you read over the essay, mark it up; write notes in the margins

· Read the questions carefully and be sure you do what you are asked – no more, no less

· Highlight key words in the questions

· Keep referring back to the questions to make sure you are doing what is asked 

· Mouth the words quietly to yourself if this helps you understand them better


	· You don’t have to answer the questions in the order that they’re written

· Work in point form before you begin to write an answer – it’s much easier to revise and plan your answer in point form than it is after you’ve written a few sentences

· In fact, make a chart for the essay with rows for each paragraph and columns for subject, methods used for developing the argument & rhetorical devices. Fill in the chart as you figure out some of these. You don’t need a full chart but if you are asked for 3 rhetorical devices and you have 6 on your chart, you can then choose your best 3 

· Be concise and specific in your answers; just answer the questions directly – your teacher will appreciate it

· This is an exam, a hoop you’re asked to jump through; this is not the time to try to show your teacher how brilliant you are – just answer the questions concisely and directly

· Listen to your teachers this week – they’ll all have additional advice that will be helpful


